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fall sheer to the Daro on one side, and in a long
slope to the Xenil on the other. It may be men-
tioned here as a curious fact that the Xenil is the
only brook in the world which ebbs and flows like
the tide of the sea. And on this ridge the Moors
built the Alhambra, and on the mountain back
which rises above it they constructed the summer
palace of their Khalifs in a ma2,e of gardens. For
comfort and beauty combined, no building on
earth has ever equaled the Alhambra. In its plan--
ning and constructing, these two objects were kept
steadily in view. We find that the Moors knew
what luxurious comfort was, as well as the
Romans of the later empire, when, under the
Alhambra, we pass through immense under--
ground bath-rooms of white marble with hot and
cold water-pipes still leading into them, and learn
that this suite of rooms is supposed to have been
the Khalifs and this other the bathing apart'
ments of the women of his household. But corrv
fort alone, however complete and however luxiv
rious, does not satisfy the souls of men, and these
Moors were men in a very high sense of the word.
Let us go up again into the Alhambra, and enter
any of its numberless courts or rooms. Here, for
instance, is a court open to the air, barely fifty
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